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to his people, and by dint of their self-sacrificing exertions a
formidable host of 100,000 men was once more got together
and placed under the command of Louis' best general, Villars.
Well aware that his was the last army of France, the marshal
entrenched himself to the teeth in fortified lines between the
Scarpe and the Lys and awaited the Allied attack. Marl-
borough and Eugene, whose combined forces totalled some
120,000 of all ranks, moved forward and made elaborate
preparations for an assault on the French centre ; thus having
induced Villars to assemble all his army in front of them, they
suddenly wheeled off to the east and proceeded to beleaguer
Tournai. On the capitulation of this fortress after a two
months' siege, Marlborough once more feinted against Villars'
centre near Douai and then counter-marched rapidly towards
the right of his lines at Mons, which he invested before his
adversary could come up to save it. The latter, however,
determined not to lose this place also without an attempt at
rescue, assembled his army in the gap between two woods just
east of Malplaquet village. Here he entrenched himself, and
here on September n the Allies attacked him. Hours of
ferocious and confused fighting followed ; the original plan of
enveloping the French left by a frontal and flank attack combined
with a holding attack against their centre and right, brbke down
in the stress of the combat; and only after heavy losses was
sufficient ground gained to allow the main body of the Allied
army to debouch from the woods and push the enemy off the
battle-field. So weakened were the victors in this> sanguinary
struggle—their total losses came to over 20,000 men, of whom
14,000 were British—that there could be no question of a
pursuit, and they had to be content with the capture of Mons as
the sole fruit of their success.
When operations reopened in the early spring of 1710,
Villars, engaged in the completion of his formidable entrenched
position from the Channel by way of Arras, Valenciennes and
Charleroi to the Meuse, left the Allies free to work their will in
all the area to the north of that line. Accordingly Marlborough
settled down to the investment of >Douai, with the idea, once
this place had been taken, of capturing Arras, establishing a
base at the Channel ports, and invading the heart of France.
Villars, fearful of risking the last army of his country, dared not
venture a battle for the rescue of Douai, which fell at the end
of June, whereupon he drew back to cover Arras, Marlborough
finding his enemy too strongly posted to be assailed without
disproportionate loss, which the increasingly difficult political
situation in England made him loath to incur, therefore moved
to his right and invested and captured in rapid succession the

